EPIDEMICS — CHOLERA   AND   MALARIA
baby. I am on the point of protesting when I stoop to
feel the little child and find it is dead and cold. All the
rest of the family are dead—two of them died yesterday,
the others the day before—and there is nobody left to
bury the little baby, so why should she not use it as a
pillow ? It will not be long before she joins her little
child, for she is very far gone: she has no pulse and is
gasping for breath. She is past any remedies. Over there
in a field are two men digging a grave. We tell them to
make it a bit bigger, for it will have three to hold instead
of one. Here in the next house is an elderly woman—
very weak pulse, but not frightfully cold yet, so we had
better give her an intravenous saline. A fire is soon made,
our instruments are soon boiling, and in half an hour, when
I return from seeing a few other cases and finishing off
the village, all is ready. Within another half-hour she has
had three pints of the best, and is really alive again. We
were just in time; within an hour she would have been
too bad to save.
To the next group of houses is " a furlong." About ten
minutes' rapid walking gets us there, and we find a few
more tragedies, a few more whose lives we can reclaim, a
few who are hopeful (to us, at any rate, but to themselves
almost hopeless; and who can wonder, considering the
appalling death-rate of untreated cholera?), and every-
fc where we find the same shut-up houses ; the people listless
and awed, even in the homes where the disease has not
yet begun ; all struck dumb and hopeless and inactive by
the fear of the cholera. A few more odd houses here and
there are visited, and we return to the car. It is now
getting dark, so we cannot do much more to-day; but
we have seen something of the extent of the epidemic in a
small area, and have left in the houses enough medicine
to deal with the next day's cases. We must go a bit
farther in search of another stricken district to visit to-
morrow. We have not far to go. Four miles along the
road we find a group of villages two miles from the beaten
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